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Former Army Air Forces pilot recalls duty in Phllifjp
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was assigned to the 2nd Emer-

gency Rescue Squadron based

on the Island of Palawan in

the Philippine Islands, and

my first humanitarian mis-
sion involved transporting our flight
surgeon and medical personnel to a
leper colony that was in desperate
straits on the northern tip of the is-
land. Upon arriving, we saw that the
situation was indeed horrific. Even
our medical personnel were as-
tounded by what we saw. These
people needed much more than the
food and medical supplies we were
equipped to give. Leprosy, I soon
learned, is an insidious, infectious
disease in which those afflicted rou-
tinely lose limbs, fingers, ears, and
any body part that was infected. In
addition to being gravely ill, the af-
flicted people were ostracized not
only by the Japanese who had in-
vaded the island, but also by their
own Filipino people.
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We were just
kids and, of course,
we had heard of
leper colonies, but
to actually see the
suffering in person
was almost more
than you could bear
at the time.
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Above: On Palawan, Philippine Is-
lands, in spring 1945. | am in the
center of the picture, and the only
permanent member of my crew is to
my right. My copilot was Dave Booth,
the brother of actress Clare Booth
Luce. We were the first aircraft in the
Air Force to have search radar, which
is mounted above the cockpit. The
airplane is an OA-10A Air Force ver-
sion of the Navy PBY-5A.

ately made arrangements to get
medical supplies and food trans-
ported by ship and soon left the
island, but to see the lepers and
their families and the suffering they
endured was an experience that
would stay with me always.

This mission came within a
month of my arrival on Palawan. Af-
ter graduating from the U.S. Army
Air Forces (USAAF) Advanced Flight
School in 1944, I proceeded with
others in my class to Naval Air Sta-







